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Review the benefits and requirements 
of the different levels.  The current 
versions are held on the website:  www.
CertifiedDigitalSecurity.com

Identify the target level using the guidance 
documents (parts 1 and 2).  The Part 1 
‘Executive Summary of Business Benefits’ 
can be used to support an internal 
business case.

Check the in-place barriers against the 
‘Requirements’ and the ‘Statements of 
Evidence’ (guidance documents Parts 2 
and 3).  These are exactly what the CDS 
auditor is checking against. 

When ready, contact the CDS staff and 
complete the application form.  The CDS 
team will check the targeting level is 
correct and will also provide support if you 
are unsure about any requirements. 

The CDS auditor will review the evidence 
required for the target level and report his 
findings to CDS.  All evidence is secured 
by the client on their premises in CDS 
Tamper Evident Bags (for checking at the 
next audit).  Any short comings are advised 
ASAP so corrective action can be made 
before the end of the audit. All evidence 
must be supplied in hard-copy format as 
the auditor must not have any contact with 
the target system.

CDS review the auditor’s report and award 
the necessary CDS level. 
The organization decides if they want any 
publicity associated with the award.

Regular monthly updates are issued by 
CDS to certified organizations to help them 
maintain their security and ease the re-
certification process.
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